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ON THE STUDY OF DIVINITY. 
(Continued from page 365.) 


CHAPTER VIII. 


ON THE INSPIRATION OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. 


Arvrer having stated the nature of Inspiration in general, and 
of that kind of it, whi-h, as we apprehend, is to be ascribed to 
the New-Testament : We endeavoured to prove, that this sacred 
book was undoubtedly written by such Inspiration. Now in 
the same manner, and by the same kind of arguments, may the 
In-piration of the Old Testament be proved. We have shewn 
in a former chapter, that the books are genuine, and that the 
history which they contain is credible : from which premises, the 
inspiration of these books may easily be inferred, by a train of 
arguinents similar to that which we pursued in the foregoing 
chapter. 

For the genwineness and credibility of these books being sup- 

osed to be evinced, we may soon shew that they were written 
i a supermtendant inspivation: And this we may argue, not 
merely, or chiefly, from the tradition to this purpose, so general- 
ly and so early prevailing in the Jewish church,—though that is 
considerable : nor even from those very signal and glorious in- 
ternal evidences, of various kinds, which every competent judge 
may easily see and feel; but from surveying the characters and 
circumstances of the persons, by whom the several books were 
written, in comparison with the genius of that dispensation, un- 
der which they lived and wrote. Tois may, in all the branches 
of the argunent, be p-oved in this way, with the greatest facili- 
ty and strength, concerning Moses, aud his writings ; and wien 
the authority of the Pentateuch 1s established, that of the most 
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material succeeding books stands in so plain and natural a con- 
nection with it, thai | think few have been found, at least since 
the controversy between the Jews and Samaritans, who have 
in good earnest allowed Moses to be a messenger from heaven, 
and denied the Jnspiration of the Prophets, and of the books 
which we receive as written by them. 

But there is one argument for the Inspiration of the Old Tes- 
tament, entirely independent on the foregoing; which a few words 
may set ina clear light, and which must be satisfactory toall. I 
mean,—that the Inspiration, and consequently the Genuineness 

and Credibility of the Old- Testament may be certainly inferred 
from that of the New; because our Lord ‘and his Apostles were 
so far trom charging the Scribes and Pharisees, (who on all 
proper occasions are ‘censured so freely,) with having introdu- 
ced into the sacred volume any merely human compositions ; 
thai on the conirary, they not only recommend a diligent and 
constant perusal of these scriptures, as of the greatest impor- 
taiice to men’s eternal happiness ; but speak of them as Divine 
Oracies, and as written by the extraordinary influence of the 
Holy Spirit nee tie minds of the Authors. 

I desire that the following list of Sc riptures may he attentive- 
ly consulted, and reflected on, inthis view. [might have added 
a great many more, indeed several hundreds, in which the sacred 
writers of the Mew-Testament argue from those of the Old, in 
such a manner as nothing could have justified, but a firm per- 
suasion, that they were divinely inspired. Now as the Jews al- 
ways allowed, “ that tbe testimony of an approved prophet was 
suflicient to confirm the mission of one, wh» was supported by 
it:”? So [ think every reasonable man will readily conclude, 
that no inspired person can erroneously attest another to be in- 
spired:: And indeed the very definition of Plenary Inspiration, 
as stated in the former chapter, absolutely excludes any room 
for cavilling on so plain a bead. | throw the particular pas- 
sages, which I choose to mention, into the margin below ;* and 
he must be a very Indolent enquirer into a question of so much 
importance, who does not think it worth his while to turn care- 
fully to them, unless he has already such a conviction of the ar- 
gument, that it should need no farther to be illustrated or con- 
firmed. 

It may perhaps be necessary to obviate an objection to this ar- 
gument; against which it may be urged, * that as the authority 
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of the New-T'esiament, is in part proved from the prophecies ‘of 
the Old, the argument here offered is circular.” To which I 
would answer, 1. That if we were to take this medium alone, we 
must indeed subtract from the proof of Christianity, all that 
branch of its evidence, which grows from prophecies in the Old- 
Testament ;—and then all that arises from miracles, internal ar- 
guments and the wonderful events, which have fillowed its first 
promulgation, would stand in their full force, first to demonstrate, 
I think to high satisfaction, the Divine Original of the New-T'es- 
tament, and then to prove the Juthority of the Old. 2. That 
most of the enemies of the Mosaic and Christian Revelations, do 
nevertheless own those which we call the prophetical books of 
the Old-Testament, to be more antient than the New: And on 
this foundation alone, without first taking for granted, that they 
are either inspired or genuine, we derive an argument for Chris- 
tianity from their mere existence ; and then may argue back- 
ward, that they were divinely inspired, and therefore genuine ; 
and so by a farther consequence may infer from them the Dv- 
vine Authority of the Mosaic Religion, which they so evidently 
attest; which is an argument something distinct from the testi- 
mony of the authors of the New- T'estament, but sufficiently im- 
portant to deserve a mention. 

Let me be allowed also to observe, that those numerous and 
various Predictions found in the Old-T'estament, afford a stron 
evidence, not only of the truth of the grand facts in it, but of the 
Inspiration of a considerable part of it. For they refer to a mul- 
titude of events, several of them utterly unexampled before, 
which no human sagacity could possibly have foreseen. and 
which nevertheless happened exactly according to these Predic- 
tions. 

Thus then we have proved, that the Holy Scriptures are in 
reality what they are called, The Word of God, as being of divine 
inspiration; ‘the sacred writers of which, (as Justin Martyr 
elegantly expresses it) had not need of any art to compose tieir 
works ; all that was required on their parts was, that they sbould 
have a purified mind. wherein to receive the operation of the 
Holy Ghost who descending from heaven, as a musical bow, all 
divine, made use of upright men, as a musical instrument, to re- 
veal to us the knowledge of divine things.” 


aaa 
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CHAPTER IX. 
ON THE ELEGANCE AND DIGNITY OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. 
Arter what we have >ffered in proof of the Juthenticity and 
Divine Inspiration of the sacred Scriptures, we imagined it 
might not be improper to close the subject, with some observa- 
tions on the excellency of these holy books. And as nothing 
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can better express our own sentiments on this head, nor be more 
acce;:table, we are persuaded, to our readers, than the following 
descant, by a writer* much esteemed, we here subjoin it with- 
oul further apology. 

‘The Scriptures are certainly an inexhaustible fund of mate- 
rials. for the most delightful and ennobling discourse. When 
we consider the Author of those sacred books, that they came 
originally from heaven, were dictated by divine wisdom, bave 
the same consummate excellence as the works of creation, tt is 
really <urprising, that we are not always searching, by study, by 
meditation, or converse, into one or other of those grand vo- 
lumes. 

When Secker preaches, or Murray pleads, the church ix crowd- 
ed, and the bar is thronged. When Spence produces the refine- 
ments of criticism, or Young displays the graces of poetry ; the 

ress toils, yet is scarce able to supply the demands of the pub- 
fic. Are we eager to hear, and impatient to purchase, what pro- 
ceeds from such eloquent tongues, and masterly pens? And can 
we be coldiy mdifferent when, not the most accomplished of 
mankind, not the most exalted of creatures, but the adorable 
Author of all wisdom, speaks in his revealed word? Strange! 
that our attention does not hang upon the venerable accents, 
and our talk dwell upon the in¢omparable truths! 

For would you see History, in ali her semplicity, and all her 
force; most beautifully easy, yet irresistibly striking ? See her, 
or rather feel her energy, touching the nicest movemeuts of the 
soul, and triumphing over all our passions, in the inimitable nar- 
rative of Joseph’s life. The representation of Esau’s bitter 
distress; the conversation pieces of Jonathan and nis gallant 
friend ; the memorable journal of the disciples going to Em- 
maus ; are finished models .of the empassioned and affecting.— 
Here is nothing studied ; no flights of fancy ; no embellishments 
of oratory. Yet how inferior is the episode of Nisius and Eu- 
vialus in Virgil, though worked up by the most masterly hand in 
the world, to the undissembled artless fervency of these scrip- 
tural scketches! 

Are we pleased with the elevation and dignity of an Heroic 
Poem; or the tenderness and perplexity of a dramatic pertorm- 
ance ? In the book of Job they are both united, and both un- 
equalled. Conformably to the exactest rules of art, as the action 
i ca the incidents are more alarming, and the images mure 
magnificent. The Language glows, and the Pathos swells. 
Till, at last, the Detty himself makes his entrance. He speaks 
from the whirlwind, and summons the creation: S:immons hea- 
ven and all its shining host; the elements, and their most won- 


* See Hervey’s Zheron and Aspasw. Vol. I. 
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derful productions, to vouch for the wisdom of his providentiak 
dispositions. His word strikes terror, and flashes conviction : 
decides the momentous controversy, and closes the august dra- 
ma with all possible solemnity and grandeur. 

If we sometimes choose a plaintive strain; such as softens the 
mind, and soothes an agreeable melancholy: Are any of the 
ancient tragedies superior in the eloquence of mourning, to Da- 
vid’s pathetic elegy on his beloved Jonathan, to his most pas- 
sionate and inconsolable moan over his lovely but unhappy Ab- 
saloia; or to that melodious woe, which warbles and bleeds in 
every line of Jeremiah’s lamentations ? 

Would you be entertained with the daring sublimity of Homer, 
or the correct majesty of Virgil ? with the expressive delicac 
of Horace, or the rapid excursions of Pindar? Behold them 
joined, behold them excelled in the odes of Moses, and the eu- 
charistic hymn of Deborah; in the exalted devotion of the 
Psalms, and the glorious enthusiasm of the Prophets. Only 
with this difference, that the former are tuneful triflers, and 
amuse the fancy with empty fiction; the latter are teachers sent 
from God, and make the soul wise unto salvation. 

Are we admirers of Antiquity? Here we are ied back, beyond 
the universal Deluge, and far beyond the date of any other an- 
nals. We are introduced among the earliest inhabitants of the 
earth. We take a view of mankind in their undisguised primi- 
tive plainness, and when the days of their life were but little 
short of a thousand years. We are brought acquainted with 
the original of nations, with the creation of the world, and with 
the birth of time itself. 

Are we delighted with vast achievements ? where is any thing 
comparabie to the miracles in Egypt, and the wonders in the 
field of Zoan ? To the memoirs of the Israelites, passing through 
the depths of the sea ; sojourning in the inhospitable deserts ; 
and conquering the kingdoms of Canaan? Where shall we meet 
with instances of marual bravery, equal to the prodigious ex- 
ploits of the Judges ; or the adventurous deeds of Jesse’s valiant 
son, and his matchless band of worihies ?—Here we behold the 
fundametal laws of the universe, sometimes suspended, some- 
times reversed: and not only the current of Jordan, but the 
course of nature controled. In short, when we enter the field 
of Scripture, we tread—on enchanted, shall I say? rather on 
consecrated ground. Where astonisument and awe are awaken- 
ed atevery turn. Where is all, more than all, the marvelious 
of romance, connected with all the precision and sanctity of 
truth. 

It we want maxims of wisdom, or have a taste for the Laconic 
style, how copiously way our wants be supplied, and how celi- 
cately our taste gratified! especially in the book of Proverbs, 
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Ecclesrastes, and some of the minor Prophets.x—Here ‘are the 
most sage lessous of instruction; adapted to every circum- 
stance of life; formed upon the experience of all preceding 
ages; and perfected by the unerring Spirit of Inspiration.— 
These delivered, with such remarkable conciseness, that one 
might venture to say, every word is a sentence. At least, eve- 
ry sentence may be calied an apothegm; sparkling with bright- 
ness of thougbt, or weighty with the solidity of sense. ‘he 
whole, like a profusion of pearls, each containing in a very smal} 
compass, a value almost immense, all heaped up, (as an ingeni- 
ous critic speaks,) with a confused magnificence, above all or- 
der. 

If we look for strength of reasoning, and warmth of exhortation: 
the insinuating arts of genteel) address, or the manly boldness of 
impartial reproof: All the thunder of the orator, without any of 
his ostentation ; all the politeness ofthe courtier, without any of 
his flattery ; let us have recourse to the Acts of the Apostles, and 
to the epistles of St. Paul. These are a specimen, or rather 
these are the standard of them all. 

Are you fond of Pastoral, in all its graces? Never have we 
seen such exquisite touches of rural painting, or such sweet im- 
ages of endeared affection, as in The Song of Songs, which is 
Solomon’s, All the brilliant and amiable appearances in nature 
are employed, to delineate the tenderness of his heart, who is 
Love itself; to portray the beauty of his person, who ts the chief- 
est among ten thousand; and describe the happiness of those 
souls, whose fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 


Christ. 
{To be concluded in the next. } 
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(Continued from page 373. ) 


May 17, Sheffield. This morning, when | rose, I found my 
soul very barren and lifeless, for which I could not account, as 
when I retired to rest last night my soul was happy in God. I 
humbled myself before the Lord, and he has graciously visited 
me. O how good is God tome! I never felt my own weakness 
as at the present. | receive my momentary salvation with fear 
and trembling. 1! long for a revival of the work of God in this 
place. May { not labour in vain, and spend my strength for 


' 
nought! 
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“ June 19, Sheffield. This morning, when I awoke, I was over- 
whelmed with the presence of God; and glory be to his holy 
name, he has made use of me, as an instrument in his hands of 

reaching liberty to the captives in this populous town. I feel 
the delight of my heart is to be employed in my biessed Master’s 
work, and as it is very likely I shall be removed from this circuit, 
1 long for that preparation of soul which will send me up to the 

eople, with whom J shall be called to labour the ensuing year, 
in all the fulness of the gospel of peace, and the full enjoyment 
of his love. 

Sept. 25, Rochester. This morning my soul was much drawn 
out after God in behalf of a good Sabbath; but I have not felt 

uite at home while preaching this morning. But | thank thee, 
blessed Jesus, thou hast been better unto me than all my boding 
fears; thou hast, this night, expanded my views, enlarged my 
desires, and filled my soul with thy communicable fulness. O 
that thou wouldest bless the word delivered by thy unworthy 
dust, and thou shalt have all the glory. 

October 4, Gravesend. Jord! what a worm! and yet thou 
deignest to visit me; I have the love of God in my heart, but m 
soul ‘ for all thy fulness cries, for all thou hast and art.’ I have 
visited seven sick families this morning, and while praying and 
conversing with them, I had a gracious visit from my heavenly 
Father : 


‘¢O that all the world my Saviour knew, 
Then all the world would love him too.” ' 


‘November 12, Rochester. I have nothing to boast of, though 
allis well within at the present. God is with me ; but many times 
lately I have had cause for jealousy over myself. ‘Thou knowest 
O my God, that I would not give place to any thing that would 
grieve thy Spirit. I leave myself with thee, praying thee to guide 
and direct me in all my ways. I desire to live as I would wish 
to die; therefore, O my most merciful Father, if thou wilt allow 
me to know thy will concerning me, | will suffer any thing thou 
choosest to inflict. 

‘¢ December 18, Sheerness, seven in the morning. O blessed 
Jesus, do thou enable me to bring some poor sinner to thee this 
day: I long for the salvation of precious immortal souls. | 
thirst and pant for a revival of thy work in this place. 1 never 
felt my own nothingness as at the present. My mind is deeply 
affected with the importance of the work that lies before me ; but 
] feel thy consoling power already, the witness of thy Holy Spirit, 
that thou wilt stand by me in the trying hour; enough, Lord, 
this is all ] want.-—Eleven o’clock on Sunday night. I bless God, 
this has been one of the best days of my lite; and my soul is now 
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so full of his Divine love that I can scarcely write. O whata 
heavenly, glorious, melting power! O what a view of the cruci- 
rr Redeemer do I enjoy! all is peace; Christ is my all and in 
all. 

“ January 1, 1813, Rochester. ‘God is love.’ I heve this 
morning called to mind the first time | entered into covenant 
with God; and 1 have found him faithful, and would this moment 
envage myself again in his service, desiring only bre:d to eat and 
raiment to put on, his power to save me, his presence to go with 
me, his Spirit to comfort me, his word to sanctify me, and a 
place in his kingdom, that I may be forever with the Lord.— 
Now, © most merciful Father, { do engage on my part, thy 
grace helping me, to live in thy fear, to be faithful to the strivings 
and drawings of thy Holy Spirit, to preach thy Word in season 
and out of season, neither to know nor serve any other god but 
thee ; to love thee with all my heart, to watch over thy poor, 
and love and feed them, as thou shalt give me bility, to do thy 
will in all things. and at all times, sleeping or waking, in public 
and in private, at home as in the circuit, in life and death, and 
for ever, Amen.—God has accepted me.—-Witriam APPLETON, 

‘February 3, Sheerness. This morning has been employed in 
reading the Magazine for the present month, andmy mind has 
been deeply affected while reading the letters trom the mission- 
arics. O! what have I been doing all the last year! what efforts 
have I made to bring souls to Jesus when compared with the la- 
bours of those blessed men? But, O my God, thou knowest how 
I long for souls to be brought to the knowledge of the truth; 
nothing however but Divine grace can accomplish this work, 
Lord, make me useful. Send me to any part ot thy vineyard, 
only give me immortal souls for my hire. 

‘¢ March 1, Gravesend. This day I have been very unwell, and 
particularly this evening, my poor body was quite out of order 
with a sick head ache; but as it was my duty to preich, i! ! could 
stand or speak, | went, trusting in the Lord, and found him, as I 
have many times before, a present help in the time of need. My 
body was healed, and my soul much blessed. | rejoice in his love, 
and delight in his work. O my God, do thou fully prepire me 
for thy work on the approaching S. bbath. Help me to bring a 
poor sinner to Jesus, and for thy name’s sake bless the scat, 
and revive thy work in this place. 

“ April 20, Rochester. When I rose this morning my soul was 
happy in its God; but I have had many inward conflicts to day. 
I long to know and do the will of God in all things. | pray that 
thou wilt go before me, and direct me in all my ways. 1! would 
not take a single step towards any thing, if | knew it, without a 
conscious sense of thine approb iton; but lam very jealous of 
myself, for ! have long proved that 1 cannot keep myself a mo- 
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ment without thy grace assisting me. Lord, keep thy dust, and 
save and direct thy servant. 

“¢ May 2. I find the want of a closer walk with God. JI, at 
this time, enjoy much peace within, .and a solemn sense of the 
presence of God; but I long to be fully conformed to his image ; 
to think, to act, to speak continually as in the presence of him 
whom | serve. Iam determined, the Lord being my helper, 
to improve my time, my talents, and my all, more to him than 
ever. O do thou guide my will, preserve my affections, and 
direct me in all thy ways, and may I glorify thy name in all 
things. 

= 6, Sheerness. This morning my soul returns to its 
centre. God is ready to meet me; and I feel a desire to give 
myself afresh to him. The Lord was with me while visiting 
the sick, and in preaching this evening; but I feel a constant 
fear lest | should do any thing to displease God. O Lord, I 
beseech thee to keep thy unworthy dust in the path thou would- 
est have me to walk in. 

“* July 4, Rochester. This morning I found it good to wait 
upon the Lord. I have walked eighteen miles this day, and the 
Lord has been with me, and brought me up to this place again, 
I feel athirst for the fulness of the gospel of peace. O, my God, 
make me a blessing to this people. I am thine, do with me just 
as seemeth good and right in thy sight, only enable me to gla- 
rify thee, give me grace to suffer as-well as to do thy will. 

September 9. _O, my God, pardon my importunity, seeing I 
make bold to call thee my Father, and subscribe myself thy son, 
thy servant, thy inessenger. Thou knowest what | feel; I need 
not lay my heart open to thee ; thou seest the inmost recesses 
thereof. 1 can appeal to thee, my God, that I keep nothing back 
from thee, therefore hear my cry. [f it be thy will, make my way 
plain before me in this business; and which ever way it termi- 
nates, it shall be for thy glory and my everlasting good. The 
Lord is with me, I would not take a thousand worlds for what I 
now feel. 

“ September 27, Sheerness. This day has been a day of many 
mercies ; and glory be to God, I find my soul happy and hum. 
bled before him for all his goodness towards me, the most unwor- 
thy of his servants. In private my heart has been melted with 
his Divine presence, and in preaching this evening I was more 
than usually favoured. | felt, and understand the people felt also, 
O may my soul remain at the feet of Jesus! 

‘October 4. This morning, when | rose, | found all was well 
within. Mr. Toase, Mr. King, and myself, took a sail to Sheer- 
ness, to see Mr. Griffith, it a his birth day. We spent a 
profitable time together; | feel | love him with all the affection 
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of a son, and I pray God to spare him yet, many years, to his 
church, his people, and his family. 

“October 19, Sheerness. I have been much blessed in my 
studies this day, having a nearness of access to a throne of 
grace, and finding the Lord with me in my work. Truly. good- 
ness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever; but this atternoon 
I was affected with a sudden depression of spirits, or rather a loss 
of a consciousness of the presence of God, occasioned by the 
following circumstance: I had it impressed upon my mind to visit 
a poor widow, but when I went out in order to go to the place, I 
was met by a little boy, who informed me that his mother was bet- 
ter, and able to situp; I therefore went to take tea with a friend, 
but not being able to account for what I then felt, | determined 
to call upon the poor widow before I went to Queenborough. 
When I entered her room and saw her situation, it made my heart 
ache; but the Lord soon broke in upon my soul, and I found it 
to be one of the happiest seasons of my life that I could in any 
measure supply her wants. I always teel as though I had found 
a great treasure when I find a poor deserving person. I then . 
went to Queenborough, preached with liberty, and formed a 
class. May the Lord himself crown the formation of that class 
with his blessing! ; 

“November 2, Gravesend. I find my soul very happy in 
the love of God, and I desire to give myself, with all | have 
and am, once more to him, who has so graciously preserved 
me this dey. While riding to Gravesend my horse fell under 
me and threw me over his head. At the time I was perfectly 
collected, and I called upon God, and he delivered me, so that 
{received no injury. I could not but suppose that angels then 
ministered to my necessity in an extraordinary manner, as I 
was thrown with great force on the ground. My horse gallop- 
ed from me, and was stopped near Gravesend. I want a more 
grateful heart for all thy goodness and mercy towards me, O 
my God. 

X December 6. I find that I am in Christ, and that he is with 
me, and that J can sit under the shadow of his wing, and con- 
fide in his faithfulness. I never needed confidence in thee, O 
God, more than atthe present. 1 dare not trust myself for one 
moment. i know that I am exposed to danger thisday. Lord, 
prepare thy servant to bear a faithful testimony for thee, and 
prepare me for whatever lieth before me. -I can appeal te 
thee, I long to be kept by thy power, directed by thy nies 
wisdom, guided by thy Spirit, filled with thy love, supporte 
by thy arm, and blessed with thy approbation. Lord, I am 
thine, save me. 
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*¢ December 18, Sheerness. I never felt my own nothing- 
ness ‘as at the present. My mind is deeply affected with the ime 
portance of the work that is before me. O blessed Jesus, do 
thou enable me to bring some poor sinner to thee this day. | 
feel athirst and a longing desire to save precious souls. | have 
a blessed foretaste: may this only be a prelude to what I may 
experience this day. Now, Lord Jesus, my blessed Master, go 
with thy dust into the assembled congregation, and water them 
as with dew from heaven. May thy presence be felt univer- 
sally. I leave myself in thy hands; stand by me in the time 
of need. 

“ January 1, 1814, Rochester. O,my God, why is it thus with 
me, that the most unworthy of all thy creatures should be thus 
favoured. [think I never received a greater baptism than this. 
This is the presence of my Jesus, my Master, and my God. 1 
stand before thee, divested of the world, and ask thy love for my 
inheritance, thy glory to be my delight, and souls, immortal souls, 
for my companions, to the mansions thou art gone to prepare 
for us; and all other blessings I will receive as from thee, and 
enjoy them in and through thee. Now, O most merciful Fa- 
ther, | do solemnly give myself, with all I have and am, to thee ; 
covenanting to go any where, to become any thing or nothing, 
to suffer when called to it, as well as todo thy will. Lord, itis 
in thy name I trust; upon thy arm dol depend; O save me 
unto the end. 

‘‘ January 7, Rochester. My mind is happy in God ; but 
much tried by some unkind friends. I hope the Lord will give 
me strength to stand in the suffering hour. I find all the grace 
I have in full exercise : the Lord is with me, and I know he ap- 
proves, though they oppose. Yes, Lord, thou art my stay and 
my rock. 

‘6 January 8. This has been a happy day. What have my 
eyes Beheld, and what have my ears heard, and what has my 
heart felt! O Lord, thouknowest. The storm has blown over, 
and my soul has taken harbour under the shadow of the cross. 
J find that God is still my stay, and truly he islove. 1 must now 
prepare for Sheerness ; but first, O my God, suffer me not to 
leave this place without an assurance of a good day to-morrow : 
I leave myself in thy hands. 

“February 5, Rochester. This day my soul has been ex- 
ceedingly happy in the Lord; I have a good hope that my 
blessed Master will favour me with a goodday. My language 
is, Lord, help thy feeble dust, and give me power and wisdom 
to glorify thee. O may I bring poor sinners to thee in the arms 
of faith and prayer ; do thou soften, melt, and break their stony 
Hearts, and then do thou heal and make them pure. 
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‘March 8, Gravesend. Iam more than ever blessed in my 
own soul; I found the presence of the Lord to be with me while 
visiting the sick of this place. O for mare gratitude to God 
for all his mercies. May 1 be humbled at the feet of Jesus. 
I hope to spend and be spent in his service. I find increasing 
pleasure in the work of the Lord. 

*“* April 5, Sheerness. Come, Lord, and take full possession 
of my heart, and own and bless me abundantly ; I give myself 
again to thee. Prepare me, O my God, more than ever for thy 
work. May I bring sinners to Jesus Christ ; but who is sufh- 
cient for these things? Nothing but Divine assistance can ac- 
complish this; the work is thine, Almighty God, and may I 
live and die in it.” 

(To be concluded in the next.) 


Scripture Ulustrated. 


ON THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT.—-ENG. METHODIST MAGAZINE. 


Wuen the humble mourner, under a deep conviction of his 
guilt, and weeping at the footstool of divine mercy, earnestly 
pleads with God for a knowledge of his pardoning love, he cer- 
tainly does not, at that time enjoy that testimony of the divine 
favour which is satisfactory to him. And yet we cannot doubt 
but God is, at all times, equally disposed to receive returning 
sinners, and pardon them when they comply with the terms re- 

uired in the Gospel: one of which is, faith in-the Lord Jesus 

hrist. For, “ to him give all the Prophets witness that, through 
his name, whosoever believeth on him shall receive remission of 
sins.”? ‘ And with the heart man believeth unto rightcousness,”’ 
or justification. On the other hand it is declared, “ he tlmt be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, and he that believeth not on 
the Son shall not see life.” From which passages of Scripture 
it appears, that before a person is enabled to believe on the 
Lord Jesus, he is a stranger to the justifying grace of God, and 
abides under condemnation. | 

Some pious persons have supposed that we may be in the fa- 
vour of God, without having the evidence or testimony of it in 
our own souls; which mistake may have arisen from confound- 
ing the scriptural marks of acceptance through Christ, which 
every believer must, in some degree, enjoy; with that strong, 
overflowing joy and consolation, which God, in some particular 
instances, and at some peculiar seasons, grants to his people. 

The following are some of the plain scriptural marks, laid 
down by the sacred writers, of a justified state : 
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St. Paul declares, that being justified by Faith, we have peace 
with, God; which undoubtedly means, not only that God is at 
peace with us, but that we have peace of conscience, and that 
the sense of the Divine displeasure is removed ; as it is express- 
ed in other passages, ‘“ There is now no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus,” compared with “ If our heart condemn 
us not, then have we confidence towards God.”? He also men- 
tions that the love of God is shed abroad in the hearts of such, by 
the Holy Ghost which is given untothem. The Apostle does 
not intend merely to inform us, that God loves us, but that we 
feel a return of love to him in our hearts. And St. John says, 
<‘ Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.”? Now 
is it possible that a person, who is under distress of mind for 
his past sins, and walks in sorrow and anguish, with a sense of 
guilt upon his conscience; can, at the same time have these 
marks of being justified before God? have peace with him, and 
pene of mind, and feel the love of God shed abread in his 

eart, by the Holy Ghost given to him? Each of the blessings 
here mentioned, as is clear from the Oracles of truth, belongs to 
that soul which is justified by faith in the Redeemer, and we 
know not how it is possible for a person to possess them, and 
not be conscious thereof. 

Another solemn declaration of St. Paul is, that if any man have 
mot the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And to shew what he 
means by having the Spirit of Christ, he proceeds to observe, 
that as many as are led by the Spirit of God, are the sons of God— 
that they have received, not the Spirit of bondage to fear, but the 
Spirit of adoption whereby they cry Abba Father ; and that the 
Spirit of God beareth witness with their spirits that they are the 
children of God. So that it appears, if we belong to Christ, or are 
the children of God, we have the witness of the Spirit. And it 
is evident the witnessing Spirit must be something distinct from, 
or additional to the witness of our own spirits; for we must be, 
in a measure at least, holy in heart and life, before we can be 
conscious, or have the witness of our own spirits that we 
are so. But we must love God, before we can be, proper- 
ty speaking, holy at all, the love of God being the root of all 
holiness) Now we cannot love God, till we know he loves 
us; for, says St. John, We love him because he first loved us.— 
And we cannot know his pardoning love to us till his Spirit man- 
ifests it to our spirits. For, The things of God knoweth no man. 
but by the Spirit of God ; And we must receive the Spirit of God, 
that we may know the things which are freely given tous of God, 
1 Cor. ii. 11, 12. And to the same purpose, testifies St. John, 
declaring, He that believeth hath the witness inhimself. May we 
not then from these passages draw this conclusion, that if we are 
the children of God; we lowe the witness of the Spirit; and if 
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we have not that witness, that we have just reason to fear that 
we are not God’s children ? 

Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, rejoiced that Jesus 
would give the knowledge of salvation to his people by the remis- 
sion of their sins, Luke i. 77. Is it then impossible, or unneces- 
sary for the disciples of Christ to know that their sins are re- 
mitted? Surely without knowing this, it is impossible they 
should know that they are in a state of salvation, or in such a 
state, that if they die therein they will be saved eternally. 

We can scarcely suppose, that the Prodigal has been recciv- 
ed into his father’s house, has been clothed, fed, and is sur- 
rounded with friends, and at the same time that he should ima- 
gine himself to be under his father’s displeasure, to be ina far 
country, naked, hungry, and amongst enemies. On the other 
hand, however convinced he may be of his folly, however pen- 
itent or humbled, he cannot believe that he has been received 
by his father, welcomed into the family, is fed and clothed, be- 
fore he has actually returned, and known that these circumstan- 
ces have really thken place. 

But, leaving the metaphor; Is it probable that God should 
have heacinall received the returning penitent, freely pardon- 
ed every past transyression, have adopted him into his family, 
and yet should still suffer him, as a poor disconsolate mourner,. 
to continue in a state of distress, through an apprehension that 
he is under the Divine displeasure, and through feeling the 
burden of his sins still pressing his soul. 

If it be replied, ‘* Only let the person believe in Christ, and in 
the promises of pardon and salvation through him, and he will be 
happy.”? We answer, Yes: because he will then be justified by 
faith, and the blessed effects of justification will arise in his soul. 
But to teach that a person is justified while he does not believe 
in these respects, and that he is only to believe after he is jus- 
tified, that his soul may be delivered from sorrow and anguish, 
appears to have a dangerous tendency, and to be contrary to the 
general tenor of the word of God. 

Although it is very common, and perhaps not at all unfash- 
ionable, in the religious world to deny this important doctrine 
of the testimony of God’s Spirit, yet I do not recollect one single 
passage of the sacred writings which has been quoted as a fair 
ground to support that denial. ‘The arguments generally pro- 
duced are, that it is enthusiasm, or presumption, to profess to have 
received, or to expect this witness; or that many characters of 
approved piety, make no pretensions to any thing of the kind, 
and therefore that it must be unnecessary. But to the law and 
to the Testimony. ‘The word of God must be our guide if we 
mean to walk safely, and be found such as the great judge wif! 
approve of jn that day when we shall appear at his tribunal. 
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It is undoubtedly our privilege to enjoy a sense of the favour 
of God, and to walk inthe light of his countenance. And 
when, being redeemed by the blood of Christ, we are brought 
into the glorious liberty -of the sons of God; we may stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free ; having our 
hope full of a blessed and glerious immortality. Then shall our 
peace flow as a river, and our righteousness as the waves of the 
SC. 


ee iC Cee 
The Attributes of God Displayed. 


neal 


DESCRIPTION OF THE MAMMOTH CAVE IN THE COUNTY OF WAR: 
REN, STATE OF KENTUCKY. 


By Nahum Ward, Esq. of Marietta, Ohio, in a letter to a gen- 
tleman in Worcester, Massachusetts, dated April 4, 1816. 


(Concluded from page 383.) 


Ir was nearly one o’clock at night when we descended ‘the 

assage of the chimney,’ as it is called, to the guide whom I 
ad left seated on the rocks. He was quite alarmed at our lon 
absence, and was heard by us, a long time before we reached 
the passage to descend to him, hallooing with all his might, fear- 
ing we had lost our track in the ruins above. 

Very near the vertical passage, and not far from where J had 
left my guide sitting, I found some very beautiful specimens of 
soda, which I brought out with me. 

We returned over piles of saltpetre earth and fire beds, out 
of one avenue into another, until at last, with great fatigue and a 
dim light, we entered the walls of the chief city ; where, for the 
last time, we trimmed our lamps, and entered the spacious ave- 
nue that carried us to the second hoppers. 

I found, when in the last mentioned large avenue or upper 
chamber, many curiosities, such as Glauber salts, Epsom salts, 
flint, yellow ochre, spar of different kinds and some petrifac- 
tions; which I brought out, together with the mummy which 
was found at the second hoppers. We happily arrived at the 
mouth of the cave about three in the morning, nearly exhausted 
and worn down with nineteen hours continued fatigue. 

I was near fainting on leaving the cave and inhaling the vapid 
air of the atmosphere, after having so long breathed the pure air 
which is occasioned by the nitre of the cave. The pulse beat 
stronger when in the cave, but not so fast, as when upon the 
surface. 

I haye described to you hardly one half of the cave, as the 
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avenues between the mouth of the cave and the second hoppers 
have not been named. There is a passage in the main avenue 
about sixty rods from the entrance, like that of a trap door. By 
sliding aside a large flat stone, you can descend sixteen or eigh- 
teen feet in a very narrow defile, where the passage comes upon a 
level, and winds about in such a manner as to pass under the 
main passage without having any communication with it: and 
at last opens into the main cave by two large passages just be- 
yond the second hoppers. It is called the ‘Glauber salts 
room,” from salts of that kind being found there. There is 
also the sick room, the bat room, and the flint room—all of 
which are large and some of them quite long. The last that I 
shall mention is, a very winding avenue, which branches off at 
the second hoppers, and runs west and southwest for more than 
two miles. This is called the “ haunted chamber,” from the 
echo of the sound made in it.—The arch of this avenue is very 
beautifully incrusted with limestone spar; and in many places 
thé columns of spar are truly elegant, extending from the ceil- 
ing to the floor. 1 discovered in this avenue a very high dome, 
in or near the centre of the arch, apparently fifty feet high, 
hung in rich drapery, festooned in the most fancied meunde for 
six or eight feet from the hangings, and in colors the most rich 
and brilliant. : 

The columns of spar and the stalacites in this chamber are 
extremely romantic in their appearance with the reflection of one 
or two lights. There is a chair formed of this spar, called 
¢ Wilkin’s armed chair,’ which is very large and stands in the 
centre of the avenue, and is encircled with many smaller ones. 
Columns of spar fluted, and studded with knobs of spar, and 
stalacites ; drapery of various colors ; superbly festooned, and 
hung in the most graceful manner, are shown with the greatest 
brilliancy from the reflection of lamps. 

A part of the ‘haunted chamber’ is directly over the Bat- 
room, which passes under the ‘ haunted chamber,’ without hay- 
ing any connexion with it. My guide led me into a very nar- 
row defile on the left side of this chamber, and about one hun- 
dred yards from ‘ Wilkin’s armed chair,’ over the side of a 
smooth lime-stone rock, ten or twelve feet, which we passed with 
much precaution; for had we slipped trom our hold, we had 
gone to ‘ that hourne from whence no traveller returns.’ If I 
may judge from a cataract of water, whose dismal sound we 
heard at a very considerable distance in this pit, and nearly 
under us. However, we crossed in safety, clinging fast to the 
wall, and winding down under the ‘haunted chamber,’ and 
through a very narrow passage for thirty or forty yards, when 
our course was west, and the passage twenty or thirty feet in 
width, and from tey to eighteen high, for more than a mile.— 
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The air was pure and delightful in this as well as in other parts 
of the cave. At the further part of this avenue, we came upon 
a reservoir of water very clear and delightful to the taste, ap- 
parently having neither inlet nor outlet. 

Within a few yards of this reservoir of water on the right 
hand of the cave, there is an avenue, which leads to the north 
west. We had entered it but about forty feet, when we came 
to several columns of the most brilliant spar, sixty or seventy 
feet in height, and almost perpendicular, which stand in basons 
of water, that comes trickling down their sides, then passes off 
silently from the basons and enters the cavities of stone with- 
out being seen again. These columns of spar, and the basons 
they rest in, for splendor and beauty, surpass every similar 
work of art | ever saw. We passed by these columns and en- 
tered a small but beautiful chamber, whose walls were about 
twenty feet apart, and the arch not more than seven high, white 
as white-wash could have made it; the floor was level as far as 
I explored it, which was not a great distance, as I found many 
pit holes in my path, that appeared to have been lately sunk, 
and which induced me to return. 

We returned by the beautitul pool of water, which I called the 
‘pool of Clitorius,’ after the ‘ Fono Clitorius’ of the classics, which 
was so pure and delightful to the taste, that after drinking of it, a 

erson had nolonger a taste for wine. On our way back to the nar- 
row defile, I had some difficulty in keeping my lights, for the bats 
were so numerous and continually in our faces, that it was next 
to impossible to get along in safety. 1 brought this trouble on 
myself by my own want of forethought; for as we were moving 
on, I noticed a large number of these bats hanging by their hind 
legs to the arch which was not above twelve inches higher than 
my head. I took my vane and gave a sweep, the whole length 
of it, when down they fell; but soon, like so many imps, they 
tormented us till we reached the narrow defile, when they left 
us. We returned by ‘ Wilkin’s armed chair,’ and back to the 
second hoppers. [t was at this place | found the Mummy which 
J before alluded to, where it had been placed by Mr. Wilkins, 
frora another cave, for preservation. It isa female, about six 
feet in height, and so perfectly dried as to weigh but twenty 
pounds when I found it—the hair on the back part of the head 
is rather short and of a sandy hue—the top of the head is bald— 
the eyes sunk in the head—the nose, or that part which is carti- 
Jaginous, is dried down tothe bones of her face—the lips are 
dried away and discovered a fine set of teeth, white as ivory.— 
The hands and feet are perfect even to the nails, and very del- 
icate like those of a young person; but the teeth are worn as 
much as a person’s at the age of filty. 

~ — have h+en some personage of high distinction, if 

‘or. WI. 53 
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we may judge from the order in which she was buried. Mr. 
Wilkins informed m> she was first found by some labourers, 
while digging for salt-petre earth in a cave about three miles 
from the Mammoth Cave buried eight feet deep between four 
limestone slabs, and in the posture she is exhibited in the draw- 
ing I sent you. [Seated, the knees brought close to the boy, 
the hands clasped and Jaid upon the stomach, the head uprigit.] 
She was muffled up, and covered with 1 number of arments 
made of a species of wild hemp and a bark of a willow which 
formerly grew in Kentucky. ‘The cloth is of a curious texture 
and fabric, ma:'e up in the form of blankets or win''ing sheets, 
with very handsome borders Bags of different sizes wore 
found by her side made of the same cloth, in which were de- 
posted her jewels, beads, trinkets, and implements of industry, 
all of which are great curiosities, being different ‘rom any thing 
of the Indian kind ever foun‘! in this country. Among the arti- 
cles was a musical instrument, made of two pieces of cane put 
together something like the double flageolet, and curiously in- 
terwoven with eleyant fathers—she had likewise by her side a 
bow] of uncommon workmanship, and a vandyke made of fea- 
thers, very beautiful. 

My friend, Mr. Wilkins, gave me the mummy which } brought 
away, together with her apparel,, jewels, music, &c. 


——D + oe 


Tne Grace of God Manifested. 


Dear Brotuer, 


I have presumed to send this memorr, of a very pious 
and worthy member of our Church. for insertion in the Metho- 
dist Magazine, if you think it of sufficient importance. 


L. R. FECHTIG. 
MEMOIR OF MR. ROBERT M‘FLHENY. 
Rosert M‘Exueny, the subject of this Memoir, was a native 


~ of Ireland, and lived the greatest part of his life in Londonder- - 


ry, where he also first received his religious impressions. 

His parents were considered good moral members of the 
Church of England, because they rigidly attended to the for- 
mula and ceremonies of that church: But according to good 
authority they did not understand the nature and import of re- 
ligion. Notwithstanding their ignorance of vital piety, religi- 
ous sentiments had a sufficient degree of influence to induce 
them to bring up their children in the fear of the Lord. The 
apostolic injunction, “ Parents provoke not your children to 
wrath, but bring them up in the nurwre aad admonition of the 
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Lord,” was considered of sufficient authority to the discharge 
of this important parental duty. Impressed with the import- 
ance of the charge, and the consequences resulting from fidelity 
in their work, though destitute of the motives that experimen- 
tal r-ligion inspires, they endeavoured to instil the ‘principles 
of religion into the mind of this their son. The fruits of their 
moral instructions were soon perceived in the dawnings of pious 
dispositions, religious sentiments and moral habits. 

There are but few cases, where a proper attention has been 

aid to the religious education of children, from early life. where 
the effects have not been witnessed sooner or later to the satis- 
faction of the good parents, in a greater or less degree. 

In training up their son, these pious parents inculcated the 
excellent principles of the Church of England. Being instruct- 
ed in the principles of this Church, and having a _predeliction 
for the mode of worship practised there, and being now ad- 
vanced to maturity, he was initiated into the Church according 
to its rules. From this period his life was particularly regular, 
and he was esteemed very religious; his attention to religious 
worship was punctual and devout. He experienced religious 
impressions on his mind ; and his tenderness of conscience pre- 
vented him from being contaminated with the corruptions prev- 
alent around him. Flights of passion, indeed, sometimes indi- 
cated the inward triumphs of sin, and tarnished his external 
morality ; but the repeated efforts he made to suppress angry 
nature, and his success on some occasions, made him conclude 
that he was advancing in piety. His acquaintances also were 
disposed to grant him the honour of being super-eminently pious. 
It was no wonder therefore that he considered himself, “ Rich 
and increased in goods, and having need of nothing ;’’ not per- 
ceiving that he was “ Poor, and miserable, and blind, and na- 
ked.””? Such is the blinding nature of sin, that it deceives in 
the performance of religious acts, those who are under its in- 
fluence; and many are induced to believe they are in a safe state, 
while exposed to enciless misery. 

Although Mr. M‘Elheny, as religious in his own estimation 
and that of others; his state was not a safe one. However, he 
finally perceived that his fair religious fabric which he had taken 
so much pains to erect, was only a spleniid outside, a castle in 
the air; or at best only « building on a sandy foundation; and 
that when the “ Floods should come, and the winds blow, and the 
rains descend, it must fall, and great would be the fall of it.””—~ 
He had not been apprised of this, while building on this toun- 
dation, and was thcrefore the more surprised when he found all 
fail. He was apprised of his dangerous condition by the word 
of God, powertully applicd to his mind by the agency of the 
Holy Ghost. This was the effect of evangelical preaching. _ 
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When divine light shone into the benighted regions of his 
mind, he was convinced that he had no religion at all; and that 
his profession and strict attention to the external duties of reli- 
gion werc insufficient, and would not, as he had supposed, be a 
sufficient passport to eternal joys. He began now to perceive 
that religion implied a change of heart—a new creation in 
Christ Jesus—the love of God shed abroad in the heart, and 
this change witnessed by the Spirit of God. When he discov- 
ered his mistake in his religious sentiments, and that all must be 
done over again, and that unless he experienced the favour of 
God he must perish forever ; his mind was dreadfully alarmed, 
and his false peace depzrted from his breast. His convictions 
were deep and pungent, and the “ Arrows of the Almighty drank 
up his spirits.”” During several months his distress increased, 
and the bitterness of his soul was so great that he could not find 
rest in any thing—company, friends, amusements and employ- 
ments rendered him no satisfaction. Sometimes he was at 
to despair forever; but then again a gleam of hope would dawn 
on his benighted soul and portend better days. Now also, that 
gospel which first illuminited his mind, directed him to a cure, 
to a Saviour who is both able and willing “ to save to the utter- 
most, them that come unto God by him.’ 

At this period his soul hungered and thirsted after righteous- 
ness, and his whole desire was to obtain pardon through the 
merits of Jesus Christ. He watched every step he took; and 
being scrupulous in all his conduct, and fearful of deception, 
the progress of his soul toward the object of pardon, was pain- 
ful and slow, but sure in the end; his soul was now constantly 
en.aged in prayer, and looked every moment for the accom- 

lishment of the work so graciously begun. He endeavoured 
to claim the divine promises, and often derived from this exer- 
cise a degree of consolation that left his mind suspended be- 
tween hope and joy: But nothing less than the testimony of 
the spirit would satisfy his soul. While thus engaged, accord- 
ing to his own account, he thought he saw the Lord Jesus, 
hanging on the cross—the-blood streaming from his side—the 
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, and that the worst of 
sinners might come and realize its efficacy. He felt hope and 
then confidence spring up in his heart—he believed that this 
Saviour was omnipotent—that he came to save sinners like him- 
self. He immediately relied upon him with all his heart, and 
dedicated to him his whole soul, and was instantly assured of his 
favour in the pardon of all his sins. From this moment all his 
sorrows fled, and the spirit of rejoicing succeeded the tempest 
in his bosom; the internal conflict subsided, and sweet peace 
and love restored order and harmony to his conflicting passions» 
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“ Being justified by faith, he had peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The doctrine of justification by faith, and the “ Knowledge 
of salvation by the remission of sins,” being considered novel 
at that time in Londonderry, (and indeed in the religious world 
in general) he was in consequence subject to persecution and 
temptation, which threw him into some perplexities and doubts ; 
but he was enabled finally to triumph over every difficulty and 
doubt, holding fast the ‘‘ Beginning of his confidence steadfast 
unto the end:”? which was more than thirty years. 

Although he was brought up religiously, and adopted his 
creed, and practised the duties of religion so rigidly in his own 
church ; he always acknowledged the ministry of the Metho- 
dists, the means under God, of bringing him from *‘ Darkness to 
light, and from the power of satan to God.” It is natural in all 
such cases to esteem the means and the people that have been 
rendered useful to us in our conversion. Mr. M‘Elheny loved 
the Methodists and the means of religion enjoyed in their church, 
and from this time associated with them, continuing a stea- 
dy member of the church until the period of his dissolution. 

Having experienced the comforts of religion in a conscious- 
ness of the divine favour, and being now united in close fellow- 
ship with a humble, pious people, and enjoying the privileges 
amongst them, he was enabled to “‘ Grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”? By the ministry of the 
Methodists, and an attentive perusal of the Scriptures, he per- 
ceived that it was possible to experience a constant progression 
in religion ; that the soul might be purified from all moral defile- 
ment; that the love of God might so rule in us as to influence 
evcry faculty, every word, and every action. He therefore 
commenced his Christian race with vigor, experiencing a grad- 
ual subduction of wrong principles and ahake dispositions ; 
until the graces of the spirit were brought to a degree of matu- 
rity, and the love of God influenced his whole soul. The words 


of the poet, 


‘¢ Grace in his looks, and heav’n in his eye, 
In every gesture, sanctity and love,”’ 


seemed to me to be as appropriate to his appearance and ex- 
perience as to any one | ever saw. 

This progress in piety, which was noticed at an early stage 
of his Christian life, enabled him to live superior to doubts and 
fears: for he assured me, that he had not had one doubt of 
his acceptance with God for thirty years. It is only a poor 
sickly state of religion that is always accompanied with doubts ; 
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and is the result of unbelief, an undue attachment to the world, 
or neglect of duty. 

After he experienced religion, having charge of a family, 
he soon conceived a desire tor their eternal happiness. _ Influ- 
enced by religious principles and the examples of the pious, 
he dedicated himself and his house to God like Joshua. This 
was often as the “ House of God, and the gate of heaven.” 
Some of the family were soon influenced by his pious and de- 
vout conduct, and became subjects of the grace that bringeth 

resent salvation. This was matter of great joy to him. 

Such is the influence of pious example in families, that there 
are few, even among the most obstinate, who will be able to re- 
sist its force at all times. I feel satisfied, that it parents and 
heads of families were to live more in the spirit of piety, fami- 
ly religion would not be so rare a thing. 

Those who became acquainted with him, soon perceived the 
spirit of piety breathing in his words and conduct. His friends 
considered him qualified to take charge of a class; and he was 
accordingly appointed to this office by the preacher, who had 
the government of the society at Londonderry ; sometime after- 
wards he was also appointed steward of the society. According 
to his private journal, the yi sme to these offices was fre- 
quently a source of considerable trial to him. These exercises 
arose from a sense of his unworthiness, and an idea of his want 
of qualifications ; the barren state of the society, and sometimes 
a spirit of backslid:ing: such circumstances are often sources 
of exquisite pain to the man who is appointed to guide souls. 
However, believing that his appointment to those offices was of 

rovidence, he determined to discharge the duties thereof with 
Lsesenty and inthe fearof God —_ He felt his dependence on the 
Divine Being, and repaired to him in prayer tor assistance.— 
The result was, that he found many advantages in his official 
exercises ; and his little charge were built up in the faith of the 
gospel. 

Considering the Methodist ministers as the servants of God, 
and the means of his spiritual illumination ; he loved their com- 
pany and conversation, and always after manifested the great- 
est respect for them, and a solicitude for their happiness and 
accommodation. Being comfortably situated, his house became 
their home; and for several years, the stationed preacher in 
Londonderry, resided in his house. They lived in harmony 
and in the spirit of piety; and the Lord heard their mutual 
supplications, and made their house, like the house of Obed- 
Edom. 

His love for the word of God, preached in its purity, sim- 
plicity and power, was great Like many of the Old Metho- 
dists, he was remarkably tenacious of primitive Methodist 
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preaching: being a plain man, and what is of more value, a 
good man, he loved plain, spiritual, practical preaching. Any 
man that preached in this way always ministered comfort to his 
soul. Hence he did not velish dry metaphysical discussions 
from the pulpit: and indeed any soul hungering for the bread 
of life cannot subsist on such “ Sereanet pipes of wretched 
straw.”? The moral preacher starves huis hearers, while the 
evangelical minister nourishes his on the bread of life The 
subject of this Memoir, sat with delight under sucha ministry and 
grew thereby, becoming an adult in grace and a father in Israel 
many years before he left this world. 

In advanced life he, together with his family, which was large 
and numerous, emigrated to this western world. It may be 
readily supposed that he had his exercises in crossing the At- 
lantic, and settling in this country. However, in all his exer. 
cises he realized that, although “In the world he had tribula- 
tion; in Christ he had peace.” He settle! in Pittsburzh, 
where I first became acquainted with him in 1814; and renew- 
ed that acquaintance in 1818, when | also witnessed his death- 
bed scene. His life. from the time of his settling in this plice, 
was a practical comment on the morality of the gospel. The 
public sentiment was enlisted in his favour, even in that dark 
place, on the account of his piety. 

For several years previous to his death, he felt that nature 
was sinking, and that the shadows of the evening were hastening 
on. Like the wise virgins, he had his lamp trimmed and burn- 
ing, :nd waited for the hour when he should be called away.— 
He looked to his father’s house and saw his mansion ready. 
The affliction which terminated his life, was slow in its pro- 

ress, and left him to linger on these mortal shores, alternately 
confined to his room, and walking about a little for some months. 
However, such was the nature of his affliction that he did not 
suffer much pain; but still he needed patience, and this seem- 
ed to have its “ perfect work.”? He was always composed, re- 
collected and calm, and the most perfect tranquility reigned in 
his countenance. 

In this state I found him when called on to administer the me- 
morials of dying love :-—this was a melting occasion to all pres- 
ent. While partuking of the sacred elements, his whole soul re- 
joiced in God, and tears of gratitude streamed from his eyes.— 
He gave us a short sketch of his experience from his conviction 
to his conversion, and the subsequent progress of grace in his 
soul; but he lamented that he iad been an unprofitable servant ; 
yet he could say “Glory, glory to God, my trust is in the mer- 
its of Jesus Christ—1 feel peace with God—I have no doubts 
on my mind—I shall go to heaven when I die.” Such was the 
felicity of this good man in prospect of death—Indeed his whole 
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mind was so perfectly swallowed up in his God, that he seemed 
already like a citizen of another world. It was with difficulty 
that they couldcall his attention to some temporal concerns ; 
and when he had them settled, he would instantly resume his 
favourite work, prayer and praise. 

But although he was so feeble on this occasion, he was per- 
mitted to exhibit a pattern of meekness and patience for some 
time longer. But when the ‘ Chariots of Israel, and the horse- 
men’? came, he rose and mounted, and departed in sweet peace, 
without any apparent pain or struggle; relying on his Divine 


Redeemer. 

He died the 22d of December, 1818, in the seventy-third year 
of his age. 

I have seen some die with greater ecstacy than Mr. M‘Elhe- 
ny, but none with a more rational confidence and deep peace. 
He felt so little pain in all his affliction, that there was no need 
of such ecstacy to support him, as in cases where there is much 
pain and great spiritual conflicts. God generally only gives 
overwhelming manifestations of grace to support in extraordi- 


nary sufferings and conflicts. Thus 


‘¢When my suffrings most increase, 

Then the strongest joy is given ; 
Jesus smiles in my distress, 

And pain js chang’d to heaven.” 


But in all cases of persons dying, who maintained a holy walk 
with God to the end, there will be a suitable portion of grace 
administered: so that we can say of all dying Christians in the 


glowing lines of Youns, 


The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileg’4d beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life : quite in the verge of heaven. 


Niscellaneous. 


—_—~—--—— 


Review of the “ Report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Mis - 
stonary Socicty,”’ published in the Panoplist, for June 1818. 


AFTER announcing with expressions of gratitude and con- 
gratulation the meeting at the nineteenth anniversary, the trus- 
tees proceed—“ ‘The Missionxries employed in the service of the 
society the last year were thirteen. Of these six are stationary ; 
that is, are ministers settled in places where they would not 
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have been settled or supported, without charitable aid, such as 
has been afiorded to them by this society; where they have 
around them extensive regions of moral darkness and desola- 
tion. in which their labours as missionaries are urgently need- 
ed.” 

However expedient and necessary it may be for missionaries 
to be stationary or local, or at least partially so, in case of mis- 
sions to the heathen, it may be considered as very doubtful 
whether this system is proper in a couutry professedly christian, 
and where almost every inhabitant has been taught from child- 
hood to read the Holy Bible, and to believe the doctrines of that 
divine revelation it contains. 

In the first case the missionary has to contend with many and 
formidable obstructions in the way of his itinerant progress. If 
he is not initiated into the language of the people among whom 
he labours, it becomes necessary for him, in order to «ccomplish 
the object of his mission, to acquaint himself with that language, 
or make the people acquainted with his own: in cither case the 
process is slow, and requires local operations. In addition te 
this he has to teach the rudiments of a religion entirely new, in 
opposition to the deepest superstition and icdolats y. 

But the missionary in a country nominally christian (especi- 
ally in a section so celebrated for religious intelligence and mo- 
rality as the state of Massachusetts) is placed in very different 
circumstances. Here he finds the whole community instructed 
in his own language, (unless he desire to preach in Latin or 
Greek,) and taught the principles of the religion he protess:s. 
Hence his chief business is to enforce principles already ac- 
knowledged, and persuade men to devote their hearts to the di- 
vine influence, and their lives to the practice of a religion which 
they believe atid confess to be of God. ‘These considerations in- 
cline us to believe that the location of Missionaries to a single 
town or city, under such circumstances, falls below the grand de- 
sign of a christian mission, which is to preach the gospel to 


the poor as extensively as possible. 
But these * settled’ missionaries ‘* have around them extensive 


regions of moral darkness and desolation, in which their labours 
as missionaries are urgently needed.”? Melancholy picture! 
And how far have these ‘ siationary missionaries” carried the 
light and comfort of the blessed gospel into these ‘ dark and 
desolate regions?’ these abodes of ignorance and wretched- 
ness? In one direction it appears the light has shone, for 
‘Ar Temple, and in the vicinity of Kennebeck, Mr. Smith 
has had the satisfaction to witness a powerful work of di- 
vine grace; and a number, very considerable in proportion 
to the population, have been hopefuliy brought to the saving 
knowledge of the truth.”” Although we do not clearly under- 
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stand what is meant by “the vicinity of Kennebeck,” we pre- 
sume it must embrace the easterly part of the surrounding ‘ re- 
gion of darkness and desolation,” of which Temple is the centre. 
If Mr. Smith has laboured in this ‘ region,’ and his labours have 
been instrumental in the awakening and conversion of souls, or 
in any respect contributed to the advancement of the cause of 
our common Lord, it is a matter of rejoicing. 

But if it should appear that the blessed revival of religion in 
“Temple and the vicinity of Kennebeck’’ was chiefly, if not 
wholly, (under God) the fruit of the labours of ministers of other 
religious denominations, would not the face of this report wear 
the appearance of misrepresentation ? We know no better evi- 
dence on which to decide than the testimony of those who are 
the happy subjects of the work ; and the addition of members 
to the several churches ; and on such evidence we would most 
cordially submit the issue. 

It is worthy of observation that eleven out of ‘ thirteen’ mission- 
aries employed by the society for the year ending May 1818, were 
wholly employed in five of the eastern counties of Maine, viz. 
Somerset, Kennebeck, Lincoln, Hancock, and Penobscot; and 
that the sum total of other missionary labours, under the direction 
of the society, is “Mr. Crocker eight weeks in the vicinity of 
Dartmouth, county of Bristol; and Mr. Thompson in part for 
an appointment of ten weeks, at Troy, in the same county.” 
Should we judge from the extraordinary circumstance of such 
a large proportion of the means of the society being concentrat- 
ed within the limits of five counties in the Maine, we might be 
led to conclude that this section of country was indeed a “ re- 
gion of moral dirkness and desolation.” But before we admit 
the correctness of this melancholy representation it may be 
proper for us to enquire in what this ‘* moral darkness and des- 
olation”’ consists. By ‘ moral darkness” are we to understand 
ignorance of moral principles and obligations, and the absence 
of the necessary means of instruction relative to both ? That the 
citizens of these eastern counties, for the want of proper instruc- 
tion, are incapable of forming a distinction between virtue and 
vice ? When this section of country is represented as an “ ex- 
tensive region of moral desolation,” is 1t meant that the relative 
and social virtues have fled, like aflrighted inhabitants, and left 
behind them a scene of vice and dissolution? That the princi- 
ples of social order are prostrated beneath the mighty triumphs 
of iniquity? we conceive these to be the natural ideas contain- 
ed in the report, and believe that every candid and impartial 
reader, remote from the scene of action, and unacquainted with 
the situation and circumstances of the section of country alluded 
to, would conclude that the above was its real condition. How- 
ever natural this conclusion might be, and however just from the 
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premises, we apprehend, from a collateral view of the report, 
that something widely different is intended. It is well known 
to all persons acquainted with the tract of territory included in 
the five counties mentioned, that the Baptists have many large 
and flourishing churches within the limits; and that there is 
scarcely a town where the Methodists have not planted a socie- 
ty, or where they do not regularly preach the word of life. 
Within this “ extensive region of moral darkness and desola- 
tion’? the Methodists alone have between three and four thou- 
sand church members, most of whom we trust are * burning and 
shining lights.’ It was not till long after the Methodist preach- 
ers had explored this region,” a carried the /ight of the ever- 
lasting gospel into almost every corner of it, that it was thought a 
sufficient object to call forth the exertions of the Massachusetts 
Missionary Society. Perhaps very few places have been visit- 
ed with more repeated, extensive, and genuine revivals of reli- 
gion, than these ‘“ extensive regions of moral darkness and desola- 
tion’? in the course of the last twenty years. Even in the 
course of the years 1817, °18, a blessed revival spread very 
generally through these counties. ‘This revival is specially no- 
ticed in the report, so far as it embraced Somerset and Kenne- 
beck counties, and is specifically attributed to the labours of 
their missionaries. We earnestly desire that this part of the 
report may come under the particular notice of all those who 
had the happiness to witness that precious out-pouring of the 
holy spirit. The report says, ‘‘ Your Trustees have satisfac- 
tory evidence that these missions have been perfgrmed with dil- 
igence and fidelity, and to good effect ; some of them to an emi- 
nent degree.” The accounts of the revivals at “Temple and the 
vicinity of Kennebeck,”’ and at Fairfield, Canaan, Cornville and 
Athens, follow immediately, as the eminently good ‘ effect? of 
these missions. But that it may more fully appear that this 
work was the ‘ good effect,’ of this mission we are informed that 
all these towns, “‘ are destitute of settled ministers of any denomi- 
nation ;”’ and who would be presumptuous enough to suppose that 
God would revive his work without a ‘ seét/ed’ minister? ‘¢ But in 
each (town) resides one or more Sectarian preacher.”’ But a sec- 
tarian is “‘ One who divides some public establishment, and joins 
with those who are distinguished by some particular whims,” and 
it is not at all probable that the God of order would use such in- 
struments in the promotion of religion. Moreover “ these 
preachers are ignorant men,’’ and “some of them go so far as 
to lay aside the Bible entirely in religious meetings.”? No so- 
ber christian will believe that an ‘ignorant’? preacher, who has 
‘entirely’ renounced the Bible will be owned of God as the in- 
strument of the salvation of souls. Again, ‘as .dight nd truth 
advance they,’’ that is, these ignorant preachers, “retire.” What. 
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a picture is here drawn of every minister of the gospel in Wins- 
low, Waterville, F-irfield, Canaan, Cornville, Athens and Solon. 
They cannot endure light and truth; but retire at their ap- 
proach! Now, admitting ‘ ght and truth’ to be exclusively the 
prerogatives of the Massachusetts Missionary Society, :nd to is- 
sue only from the ¢élumination of the Andover Institution, we 
doubt the truth of this statement. Can any gentleman inform us 
(and we would particularly call on the authors of the report) what 
preachers have retired from the towns above named at the * ap- 

roach,”’ or through the influence of the “ distinguishing doc- 
trines”’ of this society ? . 

But to perfe:t the climax. we are at last told that ‘© the major- 
ity of the people think these preachers are the great power of 
God, and m:ny follow their pernicious wa\s.?? Whoever believes 
the truth of this representation will be at the utmost distance from 
supposing that these men were the honoured instruments in the 
hand of God of that *¢ great work”? which the report says “ the 
Lord has lately performed in these towns ;”’ but will readily be- 
lieve that the ‘ great work’ is the ‘ good effect, in an eminent de- 

ree’ of the missionary labours of Mr. Emerson. Is this true ? 
Sid not the ¢ great work” commence and progress in those towns 
previously to Mr. Emerson’s visit, and were not the very men 
represented in the re} ort as residing, not ‘settled,’ ‘in these 
towns.’ as ‘sectarian,’ as ‘ignorant’ as retiring when “ light 
and truth approach,” as ‘‘ esteemed by the majority of the peo- 
ple «s the great power of God,” and as walking in ‘ pernicious 
ways;’? we ask, were not these very men obviously the in- 
struments by which it pleased God to commence and carry on 
this ‘great work.” We presume Mr. Emerson himself will not 
deny that ‘light and truth’ approached at the era he notices as 
follows, “In these towns (viz. Fairfield, Canaan, Cornville, 
Athens and vicinity) the Lord has of late performed a great 
work.”? Where the Lord performs a work, ‘a great work,’ there 
must always be ‘light and truth.’ But will this gentleman conde- 
scend to inform us where these “ sectarian, ignorant preachers” 
retired, when the work of the Lord commenced in ‘ Light and 
truth ?’ especially after having informed us that they restded in 
those towns at the time he gave the account of the work? 

On the whole, the melancholy picture of the moral and reli- 
gious state of the eastern counties of Maine. as drawn in this Re- 
port, connected with the account of the “ good effect in an emi- 
nent degree” of the labours of the missionaries, reminds us of 
the practice of some nominal physicians, who, superficially ac- 
quainted with the principles of Medical Science, magnify the 
diseases of their patients that they may have the popular hon- 
our of performing remarkable cures. But the time for the suc- 
cess of such measures has passed by. Investigation has become 
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the order of the day; and he must be a superficial observer of 
human nature who can believe that the publication of the char- 
acter which this document has attributed to a large proportion 
of the district of Maine, can prove auxiliary to the amelioration 
of the state of society. The citizens of Maine, enlightened and 
enterprising, are as capable of perceiving truth, of forming their 
religious opinions, and choosing their religious instructors as 
any other distinct part of the community; and we most sin- 
cerely hope that the time is not far distant when the ministers 
of religion, who above all others are under obligation to exer- 
cise Christian charity, shall cease to brand with the opprobrious 
epithets, ‘Sectarian’ and ‘ignorant, men who labour in the 
vineyard of tne Lord, because they have not been educated in 
their seminaries, have not subscribed to their particular creeds, 
and hold not their credentials by the authority of their signa- 


tures. : 
(To be concluded in the next.) 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


DR. ELY’S REVIEW OF “‘ METHODIST ERROR’’ REVIEWEDe 


No. I. 


Messrs. Enrtors, 


Tue Rev. Dr. Ely is a Presbyterian minister, of the 
city of Philadelphia, and conducts a work, published in that 
city, entitled “ The Quarterly Theological Review.” Of this 
work I have lately seen a number, (No. 2. Vol. 2.) contain- 
ing an article purporting to be a review of a book entitled 
‘¢ Methodist Error.”? It would have given me pleasure to have 
seen this article noticed sooner, by some other person : but as 
this has not been done within my knowledge, and Dr. E. more- 
over, has thought proper to mention my name therein, I shall 
beg the favour of a place in your Magazine, for a few strictures on 
that production. And, although | know you are not in the habit 
of prostituting your pages, to the uncharitable and unprofitable 
business of decrying or ridiculing other Christian denominations, 
yet I presume you will not refuse them (o articles of a defen- 
sive nature, such as it it my purpose to make the present. 

Dr. E. admits that the Methodists, “ notwithstanding all 
their errors in doctrine, and mode of worship, bave done much 
good.”? It was, doubtless, a very convenient and summary 
way of stigmatizing them, to assume the position of “ all their 
errors”? without specification or proof. It is done very politely 
too, “ without intending any disrespect.” But whilst our Re- 
viewer felt himself obliged to acknowledge that the Methodists 
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have done much good, he seems to have been studious to qual- 
ify this acknowledgment somewhat, not only by the gratuitous 
assumption of ‘‘all their errors,”? but also by adding “ especial- 
ly among the most illiterate part of the community.” Be it so. 
We see our calling, Brethren, how that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called ; God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world,—the weak things of the 
world,—base things of the world,—things which are despised hath 
God chosen, yea, and things whichare not. Yet, We thank Thee, 
O Father! Lord of Heaven and Earth, because Thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto bubes: even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight. 
Continue then, we beseech thee, thus to own and honour us_ in 
our labours, and we will be contented still to sit at the feet of 
those who shine among the wise, and rich, and great ; adorning 
with their erudition, and their eloquence, their spacious and 
splendid temples: We will be contented still to be accounted 
the servants of all for Christ’s sake; to go into the highways 
and hedges, to preach the gospel to the poor, and the “ illiter- 
ate ;?? and with our sheaves of common souls to come at last to 
Thee, the Father of the spirits of all flesh, who, we believe, 
art no respecter of persons ! 

‘Tt seems,’’ says Dr. E. “that there is a division of opinion 
among the Methodists, about the propriety of continuing public 
meetings to very late hours of the night; and concerning the 
origin, propriety, and usefulness of groaning and sighing aloud, 
screaming, hallooing, stamping, stepping to merry airs, leap- 
ing, dancing, jumping, shouting, clapping of hands, distortions of 
countenance, wriggling, and wilful prostrations in time of reli- 
gious exercises.”? That there may exist a difference of opin- 
ion among us, respecting some of these things, is not denied. 
Of others we shall need an interpreter of the terms. But how 
very easy it must have been for so free a writeras Dr. E. to 
compose a piece of this sort, without the most accurate informa- 
tion on the subject, may be conceived from the concluding ques- 
tions of this paragraph. ——“ If we except,” says he, “ the wor- 
thy Dr. Sargent, and the Rev. John Emory, what Methodist 
Preachers shall we find in Philadelphia, that do not encourage 
vociferation, and a babel of confused sounds ? What church in 
the Methodist Connexion, if we except the one in Ninth-street, 
near the University, does not habitually present a scene of con- 
fusion ?” 

It may not be surprising that Dr. E. should have so little 
knowledge of Methodist Preachers, considering how remote 
their walks ‘“¢ among the most illiterate part of the community,” 
may be from the circle in which he moves. But it is surpris- 
ing that he should venture to write so freely about them, when 
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he obviously knows so little of them. The individual last 
named above, had not resided in Philadelphia for nearly twelve 
months, previously to Dr. E.’s publication of this number of his 
Review: whilst the Rev. Lemuel Green, the Rev. James Smith, 
the Rev. Wm. Ryland, and others, names much more worthy to 
have been mentioned with that of my worthy friend Dr. Sar- 
gent, did then reside there. Asa Christian minister, we should 
have expected that our Reviewer would have been very careful 
how he obstructed the ministry of such men as these, by insinu- 
ations calculated to bring them into contempt, as far as his wri- 
tings can produce this eifect;—men, I will venture to affirm, 
who would do no discredit to the pulpit of Dr. E. himself, or 
any other of his denomination. 

But what are we to think of the accuracy of his attention to 
the affairs of the Methodists, when he writes about one of their 
churches “in Ninth-street,’? where they have no church at all! 
And, admitting that he was but one street out of the way, res- 
pecting a house of worship within a few squares of his own door, 
yet, supposing his information to be decreased in a ratio with 
the increase of the distances, how far may he (unwittingly) have 
diverged from the right line of truth, by the time he arrives at 
the extreme points embraced in his question, when he would 
represent every church in the Methodist Connexion, except 
one only, as habitually presenting a scene of confusion? Has 
he traversed the whole field of observation, from the St. Croix 
to New-Orleans, and from the Atlantic to the remote settlements 
on the Missouri? Has he.inspected our congregations of more 
than two hundred and forty thousand members; besides the 
hundreds of thousands of others, within those limits, who sit un- 
der our ministry ? Has he done all this habitually ? Or, whilst 
he darts his arrows and firebrands, will he screen himself by 
saying that he has only asked the question, without asserting 
the fact? But who does not know the force of such questions ? 
Alas! how many innocent individuals have been thus traduced ! 
But what is the character of an individual, to that of congrega- 
tions of half a million? The impression intended to be made by 
that question, is a cruel one. It aims to render contemptible 
the whole ‘“ Methodist Connexion,” excepting one congrega- 
tion. It only adds one more proof, however, to the many al- 
ready existing, that Reviewers, how imposing soever their atti- 
tudes, and decisive their tones, are subject, nevertheless, to the 
same lamentable infirmities as other mortals. 

It is “sagely,” Dr. E. thinks, that his author asks, as 
he quotes him, ‘‘ why there are more noisy women than men 
in your assemblies; why the same truth delivered in other 
meetings, of Presbyterians for instance, would not make a Meth- 
odist who might be present, jump, dance, shout, or thump his 
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sides, as he would in one of his own churches ; why more single 
than married women are turbulent; and why a zealous female 
approximating to a state of maternity ceases to jump if all these 
operations are the irresistible effects of the Spirit’s agency ?”” 
True, if! But what 7f the Methodists maintain no 
such thing? Besides, if I may ask a few questions in turn, are 
there not, in most churches, more pious women than men? are 
not women, in general, more susceptible of religious affections 
than men ; and is it not natural for them to manifest them more ? 
Are not the affections of all young people, and consequently of 
young women, more easily excited than those of older ones, as 
married women generally are? Is there any thing even unphi- 
losophical in all this? Nay more, is it quite certain that the 
same truth delivered in other meetings, of Presbyterians for in- 
stance, (permit me to add in the same earnest and zealous man- 
ner,) would never cause even a Presbyterian, if not to thump 
his sides, (which 1] never saw even a Methodist do in worship,) 

et to be guilty at least of ‘ groaning and sighing aloud,” or of 
«¢ wilful’? or even involuntary ‘* prostrations ?? What is the fact? 
has it never done it? 

Dr. E. it is true, asserts that “the unseemly things which 
occur in Methodist meetings, are never seen in other truly pi- 
ous and zealous denominations.”? By these “ unseemly things” 
I presume we are to understand‘those contained in the list which 
he gives us, beginning with “ groaning and sighing aloud,” and 
ending with * wilful prostrations.”’? Let the following facts then 
be compared with this assertion. They are taken from the 
Works of the tate President Edwards. 

It is related of Mr. Bolton, a noted minister of the Church of 
England, that being awakened by the preaching of the famous 
Mr. Perkins, in the University of Cambridge, he was subject to 
such terrors as threw him to the ground, and caused him to roar 
with anguish; and the pangs of the New Birth were seen in 
him, so tnat he Jay pale and without sense, like one dead. 

Yea, such extrsordinary external effects of inward impressions, 
says President Edwards, have not only been found in here and 
there a single person, but there have also before now (alludin 
to the great revival among the Presbyterians in Bes Beeload 
in 1734-—5.) been times wherein many have been thus affect- 
ed; and such effects have appeared in congregations, in many 
at once. So it was in the year 1625, in the West of Scot- 
land. It was then a frequent thing for many to be so extraor- 
dinarily seized with terror in hearing the word that they fell 








down, and were carried out of the Church. See Edwards’ Works, 
Vol. tli. p. p. 105—6. Edit. 1809. 

Timothy Edwards, the Father of President Edwards, in a 
letter dated in 1742, says ; “1 well remember that one Mr. Alex- 
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ander Allyn, a Scot’s gentlemen of good credit, that dwelt for- 
metly in this town” (Windsor, N. E.) ‘ shewed me a letter 
that came from Scotland, that gave an account of a sermon 
preached in the City of Edinburgh, 1n the time of the sitting of 
the General Assembly of Divines, which so affected the people, 
that there was a great and loud cry made throughout the Assem- 
bly. Ihave also been credibly informed, he adds, that it was 
a common thing, when the famous ‘Mr. John Rogers, of Ded- 
ham in England, was preaching, for some of his hearers to ‘ cry 
out:? and by what I have heard, I conclude that it was usual 
for many that heard that awakening and rousing preacher of 
God’s word, to make a great cry in the congregation. 

There has before now, continues President Edwards, been 
both crying out, and falling down, in’this town (Northampton,) 
under awakenings of conscience, and in the pangs of the New 
Birth ; and also in some of the neighbouring towns. In one of 
them, more than seven years ago, were a great number together 
that cried out and fell down under convictions. And the Rev. 
Mr. Williams, of Deerfield, gave me an account of an aged man 
in that town, many years before, that being awakened by his 
preaching, cried out aloud in the congregation. There have 
been also instances before now, of persons crying out in trans- 
ports of divine joy in New-England.———There have been 
many instances before now, in this and some neighbouring towns, 
of persons fainting with joyful discoveries made to their souls ; 
once several together in this town. And there also former] 
have been several instances here of persons’ flesh waxing cold 
and benumbed, and their hands clenched; yea, their bodies being 
set into convulsions, being overpowerd with a strong sense of 
the astonishingly great and excellent things of God and the 
eternal world. Edwards’ Works, Vol. ili. p. 109. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, whether these things be right or wrong, 
which is not the present question, I hope we shall not hear it 
asserted again, that they have occurred no where but among 
the Methodists. 

The balance of the Article before us, is chiefly occupied with 
an account of a Camp-Meeting which our Reviewer happened 
once to visit. On this account, which is not a little curious, I 
will send you some thoughts at another time, which, if you 
please, you may insert in your next Number. In the interim, 
permit me to assure you that i remain, 

Very respectfully, 
Yours, &c. 
J. EMORY. 


Washington, (D, C.) Oct. 7, 1819. 


« 
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ACCOUNT OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF GOD 
IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 


CONCLUSION OF THE 


Introductory remarks to Short Sketches of Revivals of Religion. 
among the Methodists in the Western Country. 


(Concluded from page 396.) 
No. VIII. 


From this period (1804 to 1808,) it affords us considerable 
satisfaction, to review the firm and steady progress of the doc- 
trines of the gospel through this Western Country. The peo- 
ple called Methodists, hitherto a ‘* handfull ;°’ a people despis- 
ed, rejected, and trodden under foot, and the doctrines propa- 
gated by them (a fuil and a free salvation to a talien world) 
also neglected and opposed; began, now, torise into very gen- 
eral notice. Till this period the ‘doctrines of grace.”? (com- 
monly so called.) or God’s decrees of unconditicnal election 
and reprobation, had been so generally advanced by other de- 
nominations, that it was only here and there we found an indi- 
vidual sufficientiy independent to question the validity of these 
doctrines from the authority of the Holy Scriptures: They bad 
taken deep root: They had grown to an astonishing extent, 
and had filled the country. Darkness, gross darkness, accom- 
panied their progress, and they were every where detrimeutal 
to pure religion. During the mighty prevalence of these doc- 
trines, supported by dry dogmatical theorists in divinity, whose 
whole religion consisted in a pertinactous adherence to their 
creeds and confessions of faith, which they considered the reli- 
gion of their forefathers ; we need not be surprised, if we find 
professors almost universally sunk down, as was the fact, into 
the guagmire Antinomianism. This gloomy doctrine, whilst 
thus disseminated and supported, appeared to meet with little 
or NO Opposition, except the sarcastic attacks of Infidels, with 
reference to its inconsistency with the attributes of the Supreme 
Being, and its dreadful operation upon the human mind. These 
shrewd Sceptics, meeting such Theorists on their own ground, 
so discomfitted them that they were left no covert for retreat.— 
This was a melancholy period indeed! To see Infidelity riding 
abroad, and triumphing over the ruins of Christianity! The 
sediment of this soul-destroying principle, after barrassing Eu- 
rope, had found its way to the wild woods of the West, to dis- 
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turb the repose of man. It is true that Christianity had her few 
friends to combat it, but never on the plan mentioned could 
boast an able advocate. 

At this juncture, it pleased the Lord to look down upon this 
Western Country ; particularly the part most afflicted of all the 
West with those principles, the State of Kentucky. He said, 
“ Let there be light, and there was light.” The shades of ig- 
norance and infidelity began soon to disappear; the Sun of 
Righteousness began to rise. The general excitement conse- 
quent upon a manifestation of divine light became visible.— 
Receiving this manifestation of light, as from God, every way 
consistent with his holy word, and being under the fullest per- 
suasion of the fulness of the times when there would be a re- 
freshing ‘ from the presence of the Lurd,” and encouraged by 
the recollection of the successive revivals which they had wit- 
nessed, the Methodists, in the beldness of Christian confidence, 
moved forward, ever waiting the “order of providence,”’ though 
few in numbers, now almost literally fulfilling that scripiure, 
Deut. xxxii. 30. “How should one chase a thousand. sid 
two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, 
and the Lord had shut them up ? | 

This was a season, when it appeared that the Almiglhiy de- 
signed peculiarly to own bis huinble people, and their sciip- 
tural doctrines. In many neighbourhoods, where some ct the 
public speakers had hitherto lived in obscurity, and had taught 
the religion of the blessed Jesus in its “* freeness and its fulness,” 
neglected and unnoticed by the gay, giddy and sceptical pro- 
fessors of the day, the spirit of enquiry was excited, and these 
obscure disciples were sought out. If destitute of tne means to 
travel from house to house, and from one neighbourhood to 
another, they were soon supplied. The call was urgent, and 
they must go. There was a sore cry in the land, and the spirit- 
ual watchman alone, could point with holy confidence to the 
‘Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.’ These 
spiritual followers of the Lord now rejoiced in the wotk: They 
both lived and taught the plain and simj:le truths of the gospel. 
Relying upon the promises of an unchangeable God, they spake 
as in his immediate presence; the word was accompanied with 
power, and many fled from their speculative pastures, and croud- 
ed the congregations of those humble fishermen. “If any one 
wants to hear great preaching” (said a minister of considerable 
note) “let him visit the smokey cabins of the West!*? I find it 
to be with some difficulty that I call back my mind from the pur- 
suit of this pleasing part of the subject, to resume the narrative. 

After so memorable a time in the out-pouring of the Spirit, 
the most trying conflict was with the errors of Atinomiauism, 
and the Infidelity of theday. To meet either of these foes to 
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irue religion and practical piety, in single combat, must have 
appeared to mortal man a sufficient task. Knowing them to 
be so deeply rooted, it appeared great and mighty talents were 
necessary to meet either of these antagonists. ‘T’o meet both at 
once, fearful odds! But the Lord was with his servants: They 
did not shrink from the attack, and after many years of painful 
struggling, with the Anakims of the land—many conflicts with 
other opposing foes—many harrassing scenes from internal com- 
motion, desertion of some, fall of others—after sorrow and travail 
of spirit, they came at length to behold the success of their la- 
bour and toil, and to rejoice in the anticipation of the blessings 
which generations following should reap as the fruit of their la- 
bour: and they may now with propriety exclaim with Moses, 
* Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people, 
saved by the Lord.’’ The doctrines promulgated by. these 
people were now extended, and their validity tried by the word 
of truth, and established. ‘The impression they made on the 
minds of the people was general, and powerful. It stript them 
of every excuse. The docirine of fate was cut up by the root; 
and Infidelity received such a powerful shock that it is now al- 
most wholly abandoned. ‘Thus bave these two mighty mon- 
sters failen, it is hoped, to rise no more. 

Posterior to this period, (1807, ’S) the violent contest, which 
had hitherto been chiefly confined to the doctrines of the eter- 
na! and unconditional election of a certain number of mankind 
to eternal life, without respect to faith and obedience on their. 
part, and the unconditional and eternal reprobation of the other 
part, with as little respect to their unbelief and disobedience, 
was extended to the helpless state of infancy, and embraced all 
the difculties of original depravity, and infant justification. 
This controvesy appears to have originated from the doctrine 
of partial redemption, limiting the death of Christ, and the effi- 
cacy of his atoneinent to the elect only, 

Taking into one view the whole ground of the curse, the 
doctrine of the utter depravity of the human heart, of the justi- 
fication of infants, and the necessity of a change of their sinful 
‘natures before they are made heirs of glory; it appears that 
for the want of a proper understanding of the subject, in the 
course of the contest, many, hitherto victorious against Infideli- 
iy and fatalism, were inadvertently drawn to another extreme, 
and before they were aware had embraced the doctrines taught 
by Pelagius ; denying the entire depravity of the human heart, 
which appears to be so particularly guarded against in the sev- 
enth article of the doctrines as taught in the ‘ Methodist Dis- 
cipline.”? Some few had gone farther, and embraced some. of 
ihe Arian and Socinian errors. 
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This was a critical time. The church was for some time 
convulsed ; but only in one instance did the evil grow to a. 
schism. This: was: in an obscure part of the state of Ohio, 
sometime in the year 1813; but most of the disaffected who 
had withdrawn, returned. A.few of the preachers, however, fell 
by this error. It was not difficult to discover on this, as-well as 
most other occasions of schism, that those persons who separa- 
ted from the doctrine and fellowship of the church: had previ- 
ously backsliden in heart, having lost their humility, and the 
love of God from their souls! 

The contest with these errors continued in a greater or less 
degree from the year 1810 to 1816, when the victory appeared 
to be complete, with the exceptions of the Newlights (so called) 
as a body. 

No individual contributed more to the discomfiture and final 
overthrow of these doctrines, than the Rev. Samuel Parker. 
Being happily qualified to manage cases of controversy, he was, 
by a discerning and watchful superintendency, removed from 
place to place, as the aspect was threatening, and the emergen- 
cy required. 

Being so frequently removed to those parts of the country 
where the evils most prevailed, he had an excellent opportunity 
of wielding the weapons of the gospel against the prevailing and 
dangerous errors of the day. 

in this good work he was aided and supported by a number 
of able ministers in the same community, whose names, con- 
nected with their labours, will be handed down to posterity, 
with grateful remembrance. 

A wom entitled “ Essays on the truth of the Christian Re- 
ligion,” published in 1811, by the Rev. William Beauchamp, 
contributed much to the downfall of Infidelity. In 1816 the 
same Author commenced the publication of a Monthly Maga- 
zine, under the title of “ The Western Christian Monitor.°°— 
This work, evangelical in its character, became an additional 
and efficient auxiliary in the extirpation of the prevailing anti- 
christian doctrines. 

The advocates of the new order of things atlempted, indeed, 
to suppress the circulation of both these publications, as em- 
bracing (as they pretended) some of the doctrines already van- 
guished. | 

We might add a catalogue of the names of those zeal- 
ous, devoted, and laborious itinerant preachers, who, under 
God, have been the instruments of carrying on the great work 
which has extended through the Western country ; but so far 
as prudence may dictate, and circumstances require, their use- 
fulness will be noticed in our sketches of revivals: nor shall 
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we forget to notice the usefulness of our local ministers, whe 
form an important column in our spiritual building. 

We shall also have occasion to mention our nursing fathers, 
though of a more private station, who climed the cloud-caped 
mountains, and traversed the wilds, and who became patriarchs 
of the church in the wilderness. These are they who, as St. 
Paul beautifully expresses it, ‘refreshed the bowels of the saints.’ 
Our great object, however, will be, first, the glory of God, 
and, secondly, the good of souls. So faras circumstances may 
tend to this end, they will be embraced in our narratives. 

It is also our design to develope, in our brief sketches, the 
wonderful dealings of the Lord with men in this our day, that 
posterity may learn what God has wrought for their predeces- 
sors. In this process we shall endeavour to relate simple facts 
without pressing in foreign matter. To praise or blame any one 
will be very distant from our design, knowing that time tries all 
things. Facts must be permitted to speak for themselves. 

Before we close we can but remark in our brief manner, 
that, the Camp-meetings, the rise and progress of which have 
been given in the preceding numbers, after encountering all 
the prejudices of mankind and the powers of darkness enga- 
ged against them, were not only extended over the United 
States, but the happy effects of them, it is believed, have ex- 
tended to the other side of the Atlantic. 

Our brethren in England, having received repeated accounts 
of these meetings in America, appeared to catch the fire; and 
the great and blessed revival in Cornwall, was very similar to 
the work which has prevailed at Camp-meetings in this country. 

It is also equally agreeable to remark, that from the great 
out-pouring of the Spirit at the camp-meetings, and other 
places, the budding of another general revival appears to have 
commenced. For fifty, sixty, and an hundred, and recently two 
hundred souls, to be united to the church at these meetings, is 
nothing unusual; most of whom, from their declarations, «it is 
to be hoped, are soundly converted to God. The last year of 
the Ohio Conference closed in August, with the addition of more 


than six thousand new members. As an evidence of what I 


have already stated, the work appears again to revive in the 
same part of the country where the camp-meetings first took 
their rise, as heretofore stated. The following is an extract of 
a letter from an esteemed friend, (though personally unknown) 
Major S— D—. He is a .entleman of great respeciability, 
and of the firs: connexions in the state of Virginia, from whence 
he migrated some years ago. 
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 Mount-Pleasant, near Elkton, Christian county, 
; Kentucky, 24th July, i819. 

Dear Broruer H. 

Iam thankful to you for the Spiritual Songs sent me: 
They have been attended with a blessing on my grandson, 
S—d, together with his being with you, and brother and sister 
C—. Soon after he returned he saw the necessity of supplica- 
ting the Lord for his divine pardon ; his brother also, and _re- 
cently he and his brother have been drawn from darkness, and 
placed in the marvellous light of salvation. Several] other: of 
my conuections have received showers of divine grace, and 
others deeply convicted. The Lord is good and bountiful in 
many parts of this circuit. Our preacher informed me about 
fifty had been added to the church in five or six weeks, and the 
work 1s going on. The harvest is great, but the Jabourers are 
few. May the Lord raise up more. They have appointed 
S--d a class-deader, I hope by the grace of God to support him, 
he will not be a disgrace his profession. Give my love to your 
dear father and mother, brother and sister C. and all the con- 
nections. May we press forward for the mark of the high call- 
ing in Christ Jesus our Lord, and meet in those bright man- 
sions on high io join the saints in heaven to sing hallelujah to 
God and the Lamb.” 

Some of the Indians in Ohio, the native sons of America are 
now stretching forth their hands to receive the gospel of peace, 
and it is said that some of them are indeed patterns of piety ! 

I may now conclude in the exclamation and exultation of 
Paul, in recurring to the plan of salvation. 

“© the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and _ his 
ways past finding out! | 

‘*For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath 
been'bis counsellor ? 

‘ Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again ? 

“For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things, to 
whom be glory for ever. Amen.” 

August 18, 1819. THEOPHILUS ARMENIUS. 


ps 


Tue Editors have received several communications, which, for want 
of room, they are under the necessity of postponing till next month. 

We cordially agree witk the sentiments of ‘ A friend of man,” and 
most ardently desire that all Christians may unite in suppressing an 
evil, (the distillation, sale, and use of ardent spirits) which threatens 
such extensive ruin; but we think some expressions in the communi- 
cation partake of too great severity for publication at the present time. 
The sitting of the General Conference is at hand. 
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Poetry. 


Se 


MY GRAVE. 


HOW sweet in the grave I shall sleep, 
While the turf forms a covering so gret€n, 
And angels around me shall keep, 
Their invisible watches unseen. 


Not one in the grave can alarm, 
Nor wake there my silent repose; 
No fiend with his weapons can harm, 
Or there ever my eyelids unclose. 


My bones in lone silence will rest, 
While my flesh into dust shall return; 
Yet secure in Immanuei’s breast, 
Though lodg’d ’neath the mouldering urn. 


But soon that loud voice shall I hear, 
And attend its all powerful call; 

Tis Jesus can pierce my cold ear, 
And awaken my faculties all. 


Then up from my grave shall I rise, 
And enrob’d in bright garments so fair, 
Shall meet with delight and surprise, 
Those pure spirits which dwell in the air. 


Then why drops the tear frum my eye? 
Does reflection thus secretly pain ? 

Or is it that nature must sigh, 
Because she has learned to complain? 


Or is it that powerful tie, 

Which soft sympathy binds round the heart, 
Whicb makes it so mournful to die, 

And for ever unwilling to part? 


A friend may still linger behind, 
Yet the days at the most will be few, 
Ere in heav’n that friend ] shall find, 
Whose charms will be eternally new. 


Then cease all ye dolorous sounds, 

Nor tempt me in vain fancy to stray, 
Beyond the ethereal bounds 

Where melancholy takes her lone way. 


The cypres, and yew trees have gloom, 
And the willow does sadness express ; 
But Jesus arose from the tomb, 
And enlightens the painful egress. 
MIRANDA. 
JV. York, Oct. 25, 199. 


To the Edito?s of the Methodist Magazine. 
Dear Brethren, 


IF you think the following lines on the 
Brevity and vanity of human life, worthy of a 
place in your Magazine, the insertion of them 
will greatly oblige yours, &c. ADJUSTUS. 


Like as a tale that’s quickly told, 
Our years on earth we spend : 
From stage to stage we travel on, 

Till life’s short journey end. 


Row short, how fleeting, and how vain, 
The years of childhood seem ! 

Like the fleet night they soon are gone, 
And vanish like a dream. 


Then the gay scenes of youth succeed 
Fair as the flowers in May, 

When the bright sun his beams emits, 
And smiles the fragnant day. 


Beauty, and strength, and vigour rise 
Resplendent as the morn, 

When solar glories from the east, 
The verdant fields adorn. 


But oh! how soon these charms are lost ° 
How quick these glories fade ! 

Vigour, and strength, and beauty fait, 
As light gives place to shade. 


The scenes of care, and toil, and pain, 
In quick advance come on ; 

But while we wonder whence they came, 
We look, and lo! they’re gone! 


Then brought to life’s last stage we sink 
(Nor friend, nor drug can save) 
Affliction brings us to the dust, 
Aud lays us in the grave. 


Thus, like a tale that’s quickly told 
Our days on earth we spend. 

Nor stop in all our rapid course, 
Till life’s short journey end, 


